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On the 2oth of August, Napoleon was informed of the junction of the Austrian troops with the Allies. Prince Schwartzenberg was appointed Generalissimo of all the forces of the Coalition. Napoleon was still himself, and his presence at the head of his army had not lost its magic power. On the 2oth of August he learned that Austria had abandoned him; and on the 2ist he resumed the offensive, and defeated Blucher. Amid the triumph of Goldberg,* he was warned of the march of the Allies on Dresden,f advised by Moreau. He resigned the Army of Silesia to Macdonald, and hastened with his Guard to succor Dresden,^ where he arrived at nine on the morning of the 26th.
Some skirmishing was going on in the suburbs. Napoleon then gave an example of that luminous intelligence which elevated him to the highest rank among military commanders. His eagle eye scanned the battle at a glance. He immediately saw the course on which depended victory or defeat. Instead of waiting for the attack, he ordered it. The Prussians and Russians, apparently bewildered by the impetuosity of the movement, were repulsed to a great distance, leaving 40,000 slain on the ground which they had been masters of in the morning.
On the evening of that day Napoleon entered Dresden with the 2d and 6th corps. Throughout the whole of the battle he had himself fought like a sub-lieutenant, sword in hand; he was always the foremost, leading the way with equal indifference to death or glory. During the battle he had only 65,000 men to contend with 185,000. Next day the Emperor arose before daylight, having had only two hours' sleep. He took his station in the center, with the King of Naples on his right and the Prince of the Moskowa on his left. In this manner he attacked the enemy, whose forces amounted to 180,000.
Napoleon's plan was not, and could not have been, arranged beforehand. He took his glass, and examined
* A strong position, carried by our army on the 236. of August, 1813.
f The combined forces had debouched from Bohemia on Dresden by the left bank of the Elbe, while Napoleon repulsed Blucher in the direction of the Oder.
\ The troops marched forty leagues in seventy-two hours without receiving rations; and they fought for ten days without rest.of his family, myhey should have watched over from pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
